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The University of Canberra Hockey Club acknowledges
the traditional owners of the land on which we play our
great game.

We wish to acknowledge and respect their continuing
culture and the contribution they make to the life of this
city and region.

We pay our respects to Elders, past, present and
emerging, and extend our respects to all Aboriginal and
Torres Trait Islander people within our community.
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BOARD OF MANAGEMENT

Board Meetings Attended

President | Sean Willis 8of8

Vice President | Toni Hennessy 8of8

Treasurer | Tracey Duren 7 of 8

Secretary | Emma De Kiefte 8of8

Teams and Coaching | Jess Bingley* 50f6
Director

Events and | Megan Kilby* 6 of 6
Communication Director

Sponsorship and | Clare Pyc* 6 of 6
Fundraising Director

* Commenced term partway through reporting period

COORDINATORS OF THE CLUB

First Year Member Representative Hari Konchada
Indoor Hockey Coordinator Tessa Morrow
Summer Hockey Coordinator Taylor McNiven
Equipment Officer Brianna O’Keeffe
Umpiring Coordinator Sean Willis
Records Officer lan Morrow
Finance Coordinator Daryl Judd
Social Coordinator Megan Kilby
Masters Coordinator Steven Gee

UC Coordinator Vacant
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

Over the past 12 months and in fact during my time as President, | have been caught
thinking to myself, "I love this club”, more times than | can count. Whilst the last 12 months
have been hectic and at times difficult, it is always worth it all to see the enjoyment our
members get out of being a part of this club and perhaps the silliness we get up to!

I would like to start the President’s message by thanking everyone that was on the Board
over the last 12 months. Firstly, a big thank you to the outgoing 2024 Board members; Andy
Martin, Mollee Marsh and Maddi Lee. Thank you also to those who joined for 24/25; Jess
Bingley, Megan Kilby and Clare Pyc. And an extra special thank you to those serving
consecutive terms; Toni Hennessy, Emma De Kiefte and Tracey Duren. It was truly
enjoyable to have worked with all of you over the last 12 months and | applaud you for
serving the club so well and for putting up with some of my crazier ideas!

I would also like to thank all the club coordinators that have given up their time over the last
12 months. Whether working through the off-season to make sure that things kept running or
serving the club behind the scenes to make sure we are the best we can be, your efforts are
sometimes overlooked but shouldn’t be as they are so important.

So.....let's wind back the clock. In the last Annual Report | made a big deal about our Grand
Final day success and to be fair it was worthy of fanfare. 6 out of 8 teams winning was a big
deal. To finish off the 2024 season we had 5 teams playing on GF Day including our CL1
Women’s team. Whilst not as many as 2023, ALL 5 TEAMS WON! Every team and member
celebrating wins on GF day is a special feeling and an ineffable experience. Many have said
it was one of the greatest days in club’s history. It will live on in the memories for many and
is permanently inked on a select few.

Presentation Night was once again a fitting celebration for a wonderful year and the Hellenic
Club could barely squeeze us all in. As always, | would like to make special mention of a
couple of award recipients. Firstly, to Club Legend Tracey Duren, becoming the first woman
in the club to reach 600 games is such a wonderful achievement. A massive congratulations
to Josh Creech on being awarded Club Person of the Year, very fitting and someone that
does so much for the club each week. A very special congratulations goes to Toni Hennessy
on being inducted as a Club Legend. Super deserving of induction and the tireless work in
the last 2 years in particular, has very much been above and beyond. Finally, | was
extremely humbled and honoured to also be inducted as a Club Legend. This club does
mean the world to me and | feel quite honoured to be in the same company as all our other
Club Legends.....not to mention the caps are dope!

We started 2025 with some new Board members but continued the process to transition to
the UC Stars brand. The biggest and most difficult part of the process still lay ahead of us
which was to redesign our uniform. | want to take a moment to heap a massive amount of
thanks and praise on Toni. It is difficult to convey just how much time and effort Toni has put
into ensuring our uniforms and off-field apparel meet the very strict requirements of UCX
whilst looking amazing. | asked Toni to put together a bit of summary of the uniform
process....
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The transition to our new colours and uniforms finally came to fruition at the start of the 2025
season. The process had three key stakeholders; UCX (University of Canberra Clubs and
Experiences Department), Hockey ACT and UC Stars Hockey Club who needed to find a
solution for implementing the UCX brand colours into the completed uniform rebrand. The
UCX brand colours are ‘UC blue’, black and white. The main challenge we faced was that
another Hockey ACT club already uses these colours in the local competition. We therefore
needed to gain approval from both ACT Hockey and UCX to use an alternate colour
resulting in grey/silver being used as our primary uniform colour. Each step of the design
process went through the University of Canberra's graphic designers until we came up with a
suitable design that was approved by all key stakeholders while still maintaining the UCX
brand.

Our members were able to start ordering uniforms at the 2025 grading day. We received and
started playing in these new colours in Round Two of the season after another farewell to
our historical yellow in Round One. At the time of writing the second round of the playing
uniforms and off-field gear is currently a mixture of being distributed or nearly delivered after
some minor issues which included O’Neill's encountering a fleece shortage.

On a personal note, | would like to thank the entire club for their adoption and positivity (even
through some sadness) of the new colours and uniforms. | would also like to thank the board
for their encouragement, support and advocacy for a design that suited all key stakeholders.

Initial Design Concepts
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Initial Designs - Grey
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Getting closer....
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Almost there.....

4\ Aclivity A Aclivity

As you can see, this was not an overnight process and what you don’t see are the numerous
other versions that were worked through, the different designs for off-field apparel and our
training top. We all owe a massive thank you to Toni for her efforts.

All this means though, that we are at the very final stages of our adoption of the UC Stars
brand. This has been a massive undertaking by those involved but also greatly appreciate
the support from our members and willingness to accept and invest in that change. A big
shoutout to Club Legend Simon Gavin and the team at Aclivity. They were very generous in
their additional investment in the club to subsidise the cost of the uniform packs. This made
the packs very affordable for everyone.

The club has continued to grow in the early part of the 2025 season with 14 teams
competing this season. Whilst there have been some long days and late nights, we got our
teams onto the field for round one and at the time of writing have many teams in the hunt for
finals. We have already run a number of successful social events, with more coming. We
have a couple of new sponsors and particularly our new sponsor in the Hellenic Club has
already provided the club with some incredible value.

Moving forward, the club needs to continue to support Uni Juniors better. This year we have
seen benefit in Uni Juniors players coming through to our club and this needs to continue.
We continue to rely on a select few to do the predominant amount of work in running the
club and future boards should consider how to lessen this burden and get more people
involved. Finally, there is a need for us to train up more club umpires and build the umpire
pool to assist with club appointments.

As notified prior to the AGM, this will be my last year as President. | won’t say ever but
definitely for the foreseeable future. It has been an absolute honour to have been President
of this amazing club for the last 5 years, albeit with some immense and unforeseen
challenges during that time. Some highlights over the period have been incorporation of the
club. A governance overhaul including a new Constitution, Code of Conduct, Fee Policy and
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Social Media Policy. The club has been through 2 complete uniform and off-field apparel
redesigns (3 if you count the highlighter disaster). We have endured COVID, celebrated 50
years of the club existing and got the club into a sound financial position with flourishing
membership numbers and an extremely strong culture. Together with you, we have laughed,
cried, roughed it through the tough times and celebrated as only we know how. It hasn’t
always been easy, but | would do it all over again in a heartbeat.

None of this was done without some incredible help. To everyone that has served on the
Board with me, thank you. You have all helped me and the club in so many ways and often
without the recognition you deserve. To the select few that | really lean on whenever | need a
sounding board or just to vent and to my fantastic network of close friends....thank you so
much. Finally, to my wonderful partner Kirsten, who puts up with so much and still helps with
events, packing uniforms, listening to my rambles, supporting our teams each week etc...I
can’t thank you enough. It is now time for me to take a backward step and support you in
whatever you want to do.

| look forward to finishing the 2025 season on a high and seeing how the club continues to
be the best hockey club in Canberra into the future.

Sean Willis

President
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FINANCE REPORT

The financial statements for the UC Stars Hockey Club (UCSHC) cover the 12-month period
from 1 February 2024 to 31 January 2025. For the 2024-25 financial year, UCSHC recorded
a deficit of ($3,397) and closed the year with a bank balance of $16,928. This deficit is
primarily due to the timing of indoor hockey fees, with player invoicing for the 202425
indoor season occurring after the end of the financial year. These fees are expected to be
received and recognised in the 2025-26 financial year.

An increase in player fees during the year was required following a 5 percent rise in Hockey
ACT competition fees. While the Board explored all available avenues, including
sponsorship and fundraising, to avoid passing these costs onto players, it became
necessary to implement the increase to ensure the club’s ongoing viability.

Looking ahead, the UCHSC Board remains committed to maintaining a break-even position.
Given that player fees are the club’s primary source of income, it is essential these are paid
promptly to enable the club to meet its financial obligations. The club’s financial outlook
remains sound; however, the Board will continue to monitor rising costs and review the
club’s fee structure and funding strategy where necessary to ensure long-term sustainability.

Tracey Duren

Treasurer
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UCSTARS
HOCKEY

Income Statement
for the period ending 31 January 2025

REVENUE

Competition fees

Indoor fees

Sponsorship

Functions and fundraising
Presentation night
Uniforms and merchandise

Total revenue

EXPENSES

Competition fees

Indoor fees

Training fees

Uniforms and merchandise

Umpiring

Functions and fundraising

Presentation night

Website fees and other
Total expenses

Surplus / (deficit)

~b

A

92,219.79
2,961.00
8,000.00
4,694.02

13,277.93
2,548.07

123,700.81

66,846.00
6,620.00
21,334.00
3,605.17
11,100.00
2,610.70
13,316.10
1,665.84
127,097.81

(3,397.00)
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UCSTARS

2023-24

Balance Sheet
as at 31 January 2025
2024-25

ASSETS

Cash at bank 16,928.05

Cash on hand 1,890.10

Fees receivable 1,091.60
Total assets 19,909.75
LIABILITIES

Club member payables -

Aclivity and UCX uniform subsidy 10,000.00

Umpiring credits payable 2,800.00

Fees received in advance -
Total Liabilities 12,800.00
Net assets 7,109.75
EQUITY
Retained Surplus 10,506.75
2024-25 surplus / (deficit) (3,397.00)
Total equity 7,109.75

11,534.48
710.00
560.00

12,804.48

427.73

1,870.00

2,297.73

10,506.75

10,506.75

10,506.75
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UCSTARS
HOCKEY

Statement of Cash Flows
for the period ending 31 January 2025

$ $ $

Cash flows from operating activities

Receipts from members - competition fees 90,497.06

Receipts from members - indoor fees 2,961.00

Function revenue 14,828.53

Merchandise revenue 2,848.07 111,134.66

Payment of competition expenses (97,505.00)

Payment of indoor fees (6,620.00)

Function expenses (14,304.70)

Merchandise expenses (4,655.17)
_ Other supplier expenses (915.84) (124,000.71)
Net cash from operating activities (12,866.05)
Cash flows from investing activities

Nil
Net cash from investing activities -
Cash flows from financing activities

Proceeds from fundraising 3,14342

Proceeds from sponsorship 18,000.00 21,143.42
_ Payment of fundraising expenses (1,703.70) (1,703.70)
Net cash from financing activities 19,439.72
Net increase / (decrease) in cash 6,573.67
Cash balance as at start of year 12,244 48
Cash balance as at end of year 18,818.15
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EVENTS AND COMMUNICATIONS REPORT

Firstly, a huge thank you to everyone who has attended events this year. The culture and
engagement of this club continues to surprise me, and it is something that is great to be a
part of.

Social Media

Our social accounts look a little different this year with the pictures of our yellow uniforms
being phased out now we have our sparkly new uniforms. Thank you to Jo Cornish (Average
Jo Photography) who braved the cold and rain on our first week in the new uniforms, so we
have some good quality images to use on socials each week.

We continue to post the team fixtures and results this year with great engagement from our
members, now also including a shout out to all our wonderful Players Player recipients.

We have also been promoting all the milestone games that are 300 games or more. The
lovely comments on these posts show what a great community we have at UCHC.

Our CL2 women have also created some fantastic reels which have been shared and
viewed far beyond our club racking up over 6k views.

Newsletter rebrand

Earlier in the year we also said farewell to the well-loved Devils Digest and did a newsletter
rebrand to the ‘UC Stars Stick Report’. Thank you to all our members who engaged with this
rebrand, suggesting names and content ideas and voting on the finalists.

We continue to send these out weekly with a new joke and Star of the Week each time.

The board is always receptive to new ideas for the newsletter so if have any additional ideas
for things to include please let us know.

Events

In the second half of 2024, we hosted our annual Trivia and Presentation Nights which were
both extremely well attended.

Under the wonderful leadership of Maddi Lee, who was the Events Director at the time, Teah
Fogarty, Suzi Foley, Maddi and | planned an Olympic Themed trivia night. We had each
team organise and donate a prize which resulted in a wide spread of goodies for teams to
win. This was a very successful fundraising event for the club and the creative outfits were a
highlight.

There were a couple of improvements that were identified, with the event running longer
than anticipated and some feedback that the questions were a bit too theme specific.

The same team worked together again for the Black, White and Something Bright
presentation night. While the night ran smoothly and everyone seemed to have a great time,
the room was a little small for the size of our group which made it quite hard to navigate and
socialise.
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Moving on to 2025, | would like to give a quick shout out to Clare Pyc for her fantastic work
in establishing a sponsorship agreement with the Hellenic Club, which makes event location
sourcing super easy!

So far this year we have held our season launch event, which was a Scavenger Hunt photo
bingo and our Cosmic Crawl themed bar rally.

| underestimated just how competitive some of our teams were (and how motivated by free
drinks they were!), so the season launch activity was wrapped up in record time with several
teams sprinting around the city taking photos of everything. It was great to see so many
people attend the activity or just come for lunch and a chat.

Bar Rally was also a success with everyone meeting at the Hellenic Club in the City for
dinner and drinks, before departing for Assembly. The CL2 Men team finished their game
and met the group before we moved on to Fun Time Pony, then King O’Malley’s before
finishing the night at Mooseheads.

In future, | think we need to plan longer at the first 2 locations, so there is time for attendees
to arrive, settle in, and finish their dinner/drinks before moving along.

At the very first board meeting, | was challenged to bring back the mid-season event which is
currently being planned. In addition to that, we are beginning to plan our trivia night

(22 August 2025) and presentation night (11 October 2025) as well. Stay tuned for more
information!

Megan Kilby

Events and Communications Director
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SPONSORSHIP AND FUNRAISING

Sponsorship and fundraising over the last 12 months has been a journey to build up
relationships with sponsors and source new fundraising opportunities. The club relies on
sponsors to help fund the club and keep costs down for members. We express our gratitude
to all the businesses and organisations that support the club so that we can continue to
provide opportunities for people to play hockey in Canberra. A summary of our current
sponsors include:

University of Canberra

The club has continued its affiliation with the University of Canberra through UCX. We
continue to build the relationship and work closely with UCX as we complete the process of
the rebrand. UCX has supported the club as they transition to the new uniform and affiliation
with the university has resulted in renewed financial investment in the club.

United Legal

Our relationship continued with United Legal in 2024. Having been great supporters of our
finals packs over the last couple of years, they were once again generous in providing us
with dollars to help subsidise the cost of our finals packs. Decked out in yellow shirts and
blue bucket hats, we once again stood out from the crowd and we the envy of all other clubs.

O’Neills

2025 saw the role out of the new UC Stars uniform. O’Neills are once again the supplier of
the club on and off-field apparel. A new agreement with O’Neills has seen an increased
investment both in terms of cash and rebate in years 2 and 3 of the agreement along with
several other contra inclusions.

Aclivity

Aclivity is a consultancy firm specialising in innovation and optimisation services for
government and non-government organisations. Aclivity has not only continued their
sponsorship this year but also provided a one-off investment in the new uniforms resulting in
a significantly reduced cost for members and Aclivity being featured on the shirts and shorts
of our new uniform. We are always very grateful of Club Legend, Simon Gavin and the team
at Aclivity for their ongoing support of the club.

Average Jo Photography

Average Jo Photography is a local photography business run by Jo-Ann Cornish, a member
of UC Stars Hockey Club. This year, we welcomed the sponsorship of Average Jo
Photography with their commitment of $3,000 per annum over the next three years. The
Average Jo logo was included in this year’s uniform on the sleeve. We thank Average Jo
Photography for their support of the club and we look forward to a long and successful
relationship with them.
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Hellenic Club

The Hellenic Club in the City joined a 1-year sponsorship in 2025 and we look to build the
relationship and continue the sponsorship in the coming years. The Hellenic Club has
supported UC Stars through a $3,000 sponsorship, plus free event room hire and weekly
$50 vouchers to the players player winner for every team.

The Hellenic Club has proven to be a great partnership and has hosted many of our club
events including Season Launch and Bar Rally. Looking to the second half of 2025, the
Hellenic Club has offered to provide their venue for our Trivia Night in the City, and for the
Presentation Night at their much larger function room at their Woden location.

A.B.E. Fire Protection

ABE Fire Protection provides fire protection and related services to clients of all sizes
throughout Canberra and Surrounds. ABE Fire Protection came on as a sponsor in 2025 and
has already supported the club with $500.

Our main fundraising opportunities over the last 12 months have been the Bunnings BBQs
and the Trivia Night. The Club hosted Bunnings BBQs in August (Tuggeranong) and
November (Gungahlin) in 2024. Thank you to all the volunteers that help out at these BBQs.
They are a successful fundraiser for the club but also provide an opportunity for our
volunteers to get involved in the club and the community. We are now looking forward to our
next BBQ which is locked in for Belconnen on 26th July 2025.

Trivia Night is another great way for the club to fundraise and is also an enjoyable and
entertaining night for all those that attend. The 2024 trivia night was held in August at the
Labour Club, and its success was due to all those who attended and supported the club’s
fundraising efforts.

As always, we do rely on the wider club to help identify and assist with fundraising and
sponsorship efforts. We encourage our members to contact the Fundraising and
Sponsorship Director if they have any community connections that may contribute to our
sponsorship or fundraising endeavours. Finally, we thank our members for all of their
fundraising efforts through their support of the trivia night event and at the Bunnings BBQs.

Clare Pyc

Sponsorship and Fundraising Director
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TEAMS AND COACHING REPORT

Going back to 2024, it is a season that many will not forget anytime soon. Our club
continued to go from strength to strength. | would like to acknowledge the efforts of Andy
Martin in the Teams and Coaches role throughout 2024. Overall, there were 7 teams that
made finals. 4 teams won minor premierships, and 5 teams qualified for Grand Final day.
ALL 5 TEAMS WON! We were also once again crowned as Women’s Club Champions.

What an amazing start to the 2025 Hockey Season our UC Stars have had! From Grading
Day to pre-season, and now the season proper, there has been some incredible an
invaluable input from our amazing Coaches. This year, we saw the return of some familiar
faces in coaching roles, with the welcome addition of some new coaches joining the team
and supporting the club. With all coaches named prior to the season starting (with some
minor changes after additional teams entered), we solidified a strong and passionate
coaching team for 2025.

We are truly grateful for the time, effort and energy all of our coaches commit to ensuring our
players have fantastic hockey experience.

2025 Coaching Staff

Grade Women’s Men’s
CL1 Andrew Bewick
CL2 Jackson Leckie Jessica Bingley
SL1 Taylor McNiven (UC Silver) | Nathan Cornish

Jarrod Brooks (UC Blue)

SL2 Darryl Judd Sheridan Hall
SL3 Josh Creech & Zavier Smith | Chantelle Blackwell
SL4 Richard McMahon Bob Coughlan
SL5 Kenny Duren Lincoln Green

The start of the season kicked off with an overwhelming number of registrations for the club,
resulting in a highly attended Grading Day and the expansion our team nominations. As a
result, not only did we field a team in every women’s grade, but also entered a second team
in the SL1 division. This provided an opportunity for players (and new coaches) to represent
the club in the SL1 competition. Our Men’s teams continue to field a team in every grade,
with the exception of CL1 — however a developing partnership with Albury Spitfires has
provided some of our men’s players with the opportunity to play in the higher grade. This
was reciprocated with some Albury Spitfires helping out our CL2 Men, strengthening the
future of this club arrangement.

As we enter the second half of the season, all our teams are looking strong and ready to see
out the next 10 rounds. It has been fabulous to see all our teams and coaches stepping up
this season, for what is set to be another stellar year for the UC Stars.
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Training

A positive shift to have all teams and grades back training on the same day, allowing for
greater player development, coaching support and further fostering our club culture. This has
also supported the development of our players wishing to fill in and play higher grades,
providing them with the opportunity to be seen by the coaches and engage in training
drills/sessions.

For the first time, our CL2 men have been supported by the club to train for an additional
hour, with our CL1 Women also putting in the extra training on a Tuesday night.

Finals Contention

Another fantastic start to the season, with several of our teams up for finals contention,
should their positive scorelines continue! Of the club’s 14 teams entered across both men’s
and women’s competitions, 10 of our teams are currently sitting in the top 4 position, with
remaining 4 teams still in the contest. The Women’s teams dominating this with 7 of the 8
teams occupying that top 4 spot on the ladder.

The 2025 Season has brought many new things — new uniforms, new teams, new players
and new coaches. As a club, we are excited to see the future growth and development of our
already strong teams, and continue to support the development of both players and
coaches.

Jess Bingley

Teams and Coaching Director
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REPRESENTATIVE ACHIEVEMENTS

The following individuals are recognised for the achievements at representative level both at
National Level competition and International Level competition. These individuals were
current UC Stars Hockey members at the time of their achievements.

Name Achievement Date
ACT Team Member, 2024 O50’s Mens National Masters Outdoor
. . ) July 2024
Andrew Bewick Championships January 2025
ACT Head Coach, 2025 U18 Boys National Indoor Championships y
ACT Team Member, 2024 O34’s Womens National Masters Outdoor July 2024
Edwina Bone Championships
Canberra Chill Team Member, 2024 Womens Hockey One League Nov 2024
ACT Team Member, 2024 O34’s Womens National Masters Outdoor July 2024
Meredith Bone Championships
Canberra Chill Assistant Coach, 2024 Womens Hockey One League Nov 2024
ACT Assistant Coach, 2025 U18 Girls National Outdoor Championships July 2024
Matt Cook ACT Assistant Coach, 2025 U18 Boys National Outdoor Championships July 2024
Canberra Chill Head Coach, 2024 Womens Hockey One League Nov 2024
ACT Manager, 2024 O60’s National Masters Outdoor Championships July 2024
Suzi Foley Technical Officer, 2025 Opens and U21’s National Indoor Championships Dec 2024
ACT Manager, 2025 U18 Boys National Indoor Championships January 2025
Jade Frame ACT Shadow Team Member, 2025 U2_1 Womens National Outdoor May 2025
Championships
. ACT Physio, 2024 0O45’s, O50’s, O55’s, O60’s, O65’s, O70’s Womens National July 2024
Sarah Haines : .
Outdoor Masters Championships
ACT Team Member, 2024 O34’s Womens National Outdoor Masters July 2024
Toni Hennessy Championships
ACT Manager, 2024 U15 Girls Sporting Schools Championships August 2024
Decklan Holt ACT Shadow Team Member, 2025 U18 Boys National Indoor Championships | January 2025
ACT Team Member, 2025 U16 Boys National Indoor Championships January 2025
Kristen Janse ACT Team Member, 2025 U15 Girls Sporting Schools Championships August 2024
Van Rensbur ACT Team Member, 2025 U16 Girls National Indoor Championships January 2025
9 ACT Team Member, 2025 U16 Girls National Outdoor Championships April 2025
Phillipa Mannix Canberra Chill Team Member, 2024 Womens Hockey One League Nov 2024
Olivia Martin Canberra Chill Team Member, 2024 Womens Hockey One League Nov 2024
Gabbi Millan Canberra Chill Team Member, 2024 Womens Hockey One League Nov 2024
ACT Team Member, 2025 Open Womens National Indoor Championships Dec 2024
Anika Oswald ACT Team Member, 2024 U15 Girls Sporting Schools Championships August 2024
ACT Shadow Team Member, 2025 U16 Girls National Outdoor Championships April 2025
EI'SZ:I:)::h ACT Team Member, 2025 U21 Womens National Outdoor Championships May 2025
Andrew Sutton ACT Head Coach, 2025 U18 Girls National Indoor Championships January 2025
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