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acknowledges the traditional owners of the
land on which we play our great game.

We wish to acknowledge and respect their
continuing culture and the contribution
they make to the life of this city and region.

We pay our respects to Elders, past, present,

and emerging, and extend our respects to all

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people
within our community.
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PRESIDENT’S REPORT

| started last year’s ‘President’s Report’ in rather dramatic fashion, and it is probably still
appropriate for this year as well. We find ourselves in the midst of the largest change to the
club in my time as a member.....along with all of the BAU the Board deals with normally. It
has been a big 12 months!

So firstly, the end of the 2023 season. WE SMASHED IT! The SL3, SL4 and SL5 Men’s
teams and.....all of our women’s teams made it to finals which is an incredible effort!!! 8
teams made it to the big dance on grandfinal day with 6 of them coming away with
championships including ALL OUR STATE LEAGUE WOMEN’S TEAMS! A special mention
to SL5 Men, SL5 Women and SL3 Women who all did the double and were Minor Premiers
and Champions. To top it all off, the club won the Gentral UCHC Cup as the most successful
senior women’s club.

As always, the club was decked out in our Finals Supporter Packs which continue to be
more and more popular with our members and really set us apart from all the other clubs
throughout the finals. This year we sincerely thank United Legal for their generous
sponsorship of those finals packs. We hope to have them on board again for the 2024 finals
series. As always, the season concluded with Presentation night. It was a wonderful night
with much to celebrate. | would like to highlight some special awards. Firstly, | will admit | got
a little teary, as we celebrated John Lovejoy playing 800 games for the club. Honestly, it is
such an incredible achievement and given everyone were on their feet and the applause
lasted forever, it means a lot to everyone at club. Well done John, and not far till 2000! |
would also like to congratulate and acknowledge two newly inducted members as UCHC
Legends. Massive congratulations to Tracey Duren and Stephen Madden. Both have had a
profound impact on my time at UCHC over the years and it was really special to see them
recognised. Finally, congratulations to Tracey Duren who was also voted Club Person of the
Year. Tracey has been immense both on the Board and in and around the club generally.
She gives up so much of her time and this award was absolutely deserved.

The end of 2023 means a changeover in Board members. Those that didn’t return to the
Board in 2023/24 were Megan Thomas, Mat Evans, Megan Mackay and Alisha Nolan. A
massive thank you to these people for their tireless work. Particularly Mat Evans who had
been on the Board since | started as President. It did mean though that we had quite a large
refresh of new people on the Board. It was a welcome to Toni Hennessy and Vice President,
Emma De Kiefte as Secretary, Andy Martin as Teams and Coaches Director and Maddi Lee
as Events Director, with Tracey and Mollee staying on for another year. It all meant a chance
to try some new things and put a different perspective on things.

Then........ January came along. UCX imposed a deadline on us to decide to adopt the UC
Stars and remain affiliated with the University or remain the ‘Devils’ and de-affiliate from the
University. A decision had to be made by the 19th of January. If we didn’t make the decision,
it would be taken that we weren'’t affiliating. It very much accelerated everything and where |
and the Board and Steering Committee had made plans in terms of discussions and
decisions being made, those went out the window and we were forced to act quickly. The
Steering Committee met on 15 January. This was to discuss all information that had been
collected to that point and provide advice to the club and Board. From there, a vote was
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opened for the club. Members were simply asked whether they supported affiliation or not.
As part of the process an information night was held on 17 of January. There was some very
honest and passionate conversation had but that was to be expected. Simple fact is that a
large number of our members have been a part of this club for a very long time and have
only ever played in a yellow uniform as the Devils. It was a significant part of the club and
people’s lives that was on the table, and it was a very emotional and difficult decision to
consider. Additionally, the club had been formed and had always been affiliated with the
University in one way or another. Ultimately, the decision was one for the Board, taking into
account the Steering Committee advice, club vote and then a discussion of Board members.

The advice from the Steering Committee to the Club and Board was a majority
recommendation to adopt the UC Stars brand and remain affiliated with the university. This
was a 9-1 majority decision. The vote from the club included 120 responses which
represented well over half the membership. 81.7% voted to support the adoption of the UC
Stars with 18.3% voting to not to support the adoption. If the vote had been a Special
Resolution, it would have been passed. Ultimately, the Board considered the advice and
vote and unanimously supported the adoption of the UC Stars and to remain affiliated with
the University.

I would especially like to thank the members of the Steering Committee Rob Ewens (Chair),
Andrew Sutton, Meredith Bone, Olivia Martin, Brett Loiterton, Scott Moore, Toni Hennessy,
Maddi Lee and David Smith. They were tasked with a very difficult job and were amazing
both in putting together advice and guiding the club but also personally supporting me
through the process.

I would also especially like to thank the Board. They only started the job a month or 2
beforehand and were thrown into the deep end very quickly. A massive decision fell on their
shoulders, and they did fantastically well.

In hindsight, there were some things we could have done better. We could have been on top
of communications better with both the university and with the club. Perhaps we could have
actioned things a little more efficiently, so that the process of making a decision wasn’t so
rushed. Ultimately, these sorts of matters come around rarely (at least | hope so), and we all
tried to do our best in the moment. Whether the decision is a positive one for the club won't
be known until years down the track, but it is up to us as a club and to the current and future
Boards, to do our best to make it as positive as possible.

At the time of writing, the club has transitioned its website, social media accounts,
newsletter, print templates and logo to the UC Stars Brand. There is still ongoing work
between the University and the club to transition the uniform and changes to the Constitution
and potentially legal name of the club will happen thereatfter.

With all that going on in the background though, the club got the season underway. New
social events, an uptick in social media engagement and a whole lot of new faces around the
club have seen us start the season with a bang!

As always, we work alongside ANU to assist in the running of our junior club, Uni Juniors.
The continued presence of coaches at Uni Juniors continues to drive more members
towards us as the first choice of senior club but we need to continue this to ensure a steady
flow of new members.

Fundraising and Sponsorship has been slow to begin the year, but with the unknown of
uniforms, it has been difficult to action. There are potentially some big announcements on
the horizon in this space, so keep an eye for them. Additionally, we would like to sincerely
thank our 2023/24 sponsors in Aclivity, O’Neills and United Legal.
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So...... moving forward. There are a number of priorities for the Board for the next 6 months
and then transitioning into the 2025 winter season. Smaller things such as acknowledgement
of game milestones and general recognition of service to the club (games coached and
umpired for example) should be improved for the later half of this year and moving into next
season. We will need to complete the transition to the UC Stars brand in entirety including
uniform and constitutional change. We have most teams still in finals contention and some
big social events still to occur. | would personally like to achieve an update and expansion of
the club policies to ensure our members are provided with a safe, fun and inclusive
environment to participate in. And finally....... dare | mention it again, we might finally get
around to that bloody Strategic Plan.

I would like to finish off by saying that the last 12 months have been extremely difficult and
trying as President of the club. No one is to blame for this, more the decision of affiliation has
been very difficult to work through and has had a quite a psychological toll on me. The
pressure of not wanting to stuff things up and do the best by the club (both past and present
members) has weighed quite heavily on me. In saying that, this club continues to be an
amazing bunch of people that are there to help out. In particular, there were a select few
people within the club that | leaned on heavily throughout the year who were amazing in their
support. Those people know who they are and | am extremely grateful and thankful for all
their support. Additionally, this Board has been amazing. It has been an absolute pleasure to
serve with them and | look forward to the rest of the season.

Finally, thank you to all our members. It was referred to constantly when discussing
affiliation, but the thing that makes this club what it is, is our people. Our members are an
amazing bunch of people from so many different walks of life. If it weren’t for our members,
we wouldn’t have this club and | wouldn’t enjoy my role as President nearly as much. Thank
you for all your efforts, time and patience with everything over the last 12 months and | look
forward to celebrating all our achievements at the end of this year.

Sean Willis

President

g o w4
T o 8 K
—_— . > UCSTARS
L = OR\S HOCKEY

EST. 1971



FINANCE REPORT

The financial statements cover the 12-month period from 1 February 2023 to 31 January
2024.

The 2023-24 financial year saw UCHC finish with a minor deficit of $655 and a bank balance
of $11,534. While the result is close to the budgeted break-even position, the club relied on
sponsorship and fundraising to offset higher than anticipated running costs. The main
contributor to the increase in expenditure compared to the prior year was in competition
fees, resulting from a general increase across all grades charged by Hockey ACT. Other
expenditure remained stable.

It is the aim of UCHC Board to maintain a break-even position going forward. In order to do
so, with player fees being UCHC’s primary source of income, it is imperative that these are
paid in a timely manner to ensure UCHC is able to meet its obligations when they fall due.
The club’s fiscal outlook is solid, however, the Board will be considering the impact of rising
costs in competition fees and other expenses in 2023-24 and beyond, and aligning its fee
structure and funding strategy accordingly.

Tracey Duren

Treasurer
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Income Statement
as at 31 January 2024

REVENUE
Competition fees 83,928.07
Indoor fees 4,201.64
Sponsorship 6,000.00
Functions and fundraising 11,403.55
Presentation night 12,116.48
Uniforms and merchandise 5,979.63
Total revenue 123,629.37
EXPENSES
Competition fees 63,900.53
Indoor fees 6,565.00
Training fees 20,160.00
Uniforms and merchandise 8,097.67
Umpiring 9,450.47
Functions and fundraising 4,203.05
Presentation night 11,046.17
Website fees and other 861.94
Total expenses 124,284.83
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Balance Sheet
as at 31 January 2024

2023-24 2022-23
ASSETS
Cash at bank 11,534.48 12,475.84
Cash on hand 710.00 100.00
Fees receivable 560.00 180.00
Total assets 12,804.48 24,456.57
LIABILITIES
Club member payables 427.73 459.61
Umpiring credits payable 1,870.00 900.00
Fees received in advance - 557.00
Total Liabilities 2,297.73 1,916.61
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Statement of Cash Flows
for the period ending 31 January 2024

$ $ $

Cash flows from operating activities

Receipts from members - competition fees 80,577.50

Receipts from members - indoor fees 4,201.64

Function revenue 14,294.39

Merchandise revenue 5,979.63 105,053.16

Payment of competition expenses (91,616.00)

Payment of indoor fees (6,565.00)

Function expenses (11,746.17)

Merchandise expenses (8,097.67)

Other supplier expenses 0.00 (118,024.84)
Net cash from operating activities (12,971.68)
Cash flows from investing activities

Nil
Net cash from investing activities -
Cash flows from financing activities

Proceeds from fundraising 9,105.64

Proceeds from sponsorship 6,000.00 15,105.64

Payment of fundraising expenses (3,075.32) (3,075.32)
Net cash from financing activities 12,030.32
Net increase / (decrease) in cash (941.36)
Cash balance as at start of year 12,475.84
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EVENTS REPORT

| joined the Board at the start of this year and | have been super lucky to have Megan Kilby
in charge of all communications + socials, what an amazing job she has done!!! The socials
have been regular, informative and eye catching, especially with the change of club
branding.

Every week, Megan posts team fixtures and results. She also takes time to post club
statistics; Goals Scored, UC Standings etc. Megan has been so much help and has been
super beneficial to the clubs communications. A massive thank you to Megan!

Season Launch

This year we decided to run an Amazing Race + Lunch. This was an opportunity for new +
existing members to do some pre-season fitness, whilst working in a team, doing some fun
challenges along the way.

The Amazing Race was held around Lake Burley Griffin. Some challenges included
choosing the correct country and flag, based on a list of questions, finding, and recreating
the right statue in the mist gardens, then either finding the hockey balls with words and
making a phrase or crafting up a Canberra icon with pipe cleaners, throwing hockey balls
into a tub and filling up a holey bucket with water to a line.

The Amazing Race was successful and will be awesome to see this Race become bigger
and better in the years to come. The Amazing Race was followed by lunch at the Jetty. This
also worked well for people to either join in the Amazing Race and or having lunch.

I would like to give a huge thank you to all of our volunteers: Maria + Angus Lee, Sally
Moore, Janine Correia, Maddy Light, Lauren Light, Teah Fogarty, Kirsten Pulbrook and
Harriet Williams, for helping out!!

Bar Rally

This year, Bar Rally celebrated the life of the UC Devils with the theme, ‘Devils last Disco’.
Starting off the night at Hopscotch for dinner and drinks. We then proceeded to Dolly's,
O'Malley's and then Mooseheads. This was a great night, attended by many of our
members.

Something | would consider for next time is having it on a different week as it was held
ahead of Intervarsity week. | would also consider changing up the bars just for variety.

Upcoming Events

Trivia Night

This will be held at the Labor Club in Belconnen. TBC date.
Additional Event - TBC

Presentation Night - This will be held on Saturday 12th October.

Maddi Lee

Events Director
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SPONSORSHIP & FUNDRAISING

It has been a bit of a rollercoaster for sponsorship and fundraising over the past 12 months
Whilst the club’s efforts in fundraising at the end of 2023 have been good, the club has
continued to find it difficult to attract sponsorship. A summary of revenue from Sponsorship
and Fundraising for the last financial year can be found in the finance reports.

Sponsorships
Our current sponsors include:

Aclivit

Aclivity Bi/s a consultancy firm specialising in innovation and optimisation services for
government and non-government organisations. Aclivity continued their sponsorship of the
club last year and the club will announce shortly after the AGM, an increased level of support
from Aclivity moving forward. We thank Aclivity for their continued support of the club.

United Legal

Canberra personal injury solicitors lawyers United Legal, are specialist personal injury
barristers and solicitors. They represent clients with personal injury and compensation
claims. The battle insurance companies for compensation in the courts of the Australian
Capital Territory. United Legal were very generous in covering the costs associated with our
highly sought-after finals packs. As always, the packs featured a unique design included a t-
shirt and stubby holder.

O’Neills

O’Neills continued to be the supplier of on and off-field apparel for the club. The Board
decided to proceed with O’Neills into the future by signifying our intent to once again sign
O’Neills for another 3 years. This agreement was put on ice as we continue to design and
finalise the uniforms for the club. An agreement will likely be made before the end of the
season so that we can begin the order process of new uniforms before the end of the year.

University of Canberra

With the club now affiliating with the University, there is financial support provided to club as
part of that affiliation. UC undertook to provide the club with a one-off payment of $5000 to
assist the club in the transition to the new brand. They also have undertaken to provide
annual funding to the club so long as it is affiliated. This will fluctuate year-to-year, but for
2024 this is an amount of $3000. It has been a significant number of years since the club
received annual funding from the university and this will go a long way to easing financial
pressure. These amounts will be applied to the next financial year.

Fundraising

The early part of 2023 saw us hold 2 Bunnings BBQ’s in April (Majura Park) and June
(Belconnen). Additionally, we held a Bunnings BBQ already locked in at Tuggeranong in
August with the profits from all 3 being included in the last financial year. The club continues
to explore these opportunities but cannot rely on them as they are provided to community
organisations through a ballot system and the club will need to continue exploring avenues
to generate revenue.
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As always, we do rely on the wider club to help identify and assist with fundraising and
sponsorship efforts. We encourage our members to contact the Fundraising and
Sponsorship Director if they have any community connections that may contribute to our
sponsorship or fundraising endeavours. Finally, we thank our members for all of their
fundraising efforts through events, particularly trivia night. It is always a great night but also
assists in fundraising for the club as well.

Mollee Marsh

Sponsorship & Fundraising Director
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TEAMS AND COACHING REPORT

I'd like to start by thanking all our excellent coaches this year—both our old faithfuls and new
volunteers. Without all the effort and time that you put in, we wouldn’t be able to function as
a club. For that, we are extremely grateful.

2023 season wrap-up

The 2023 season finished very successfully with 10 teams making finals, 8 teams making
grand finals, and 6 teams (WSL1, WSL2, WSL3, WSL4, WSL5, and MSL5) finishing as
Champions. UCHC was also awarded the Women’s Club of the Year for 2023.

2023/24 Indoor season

The club continued to participate in the summer indoor competitions. Thank you to Mollee
Marsh as Indoor Coordinator for the summer season. The club entered teams in the SL1
Men, SL1 Women, SL2 Women, Monday Women and Thursday Women (Div 1)
competitions.

2024 season....so far

Our women'’s teams are again looking strong this season with good overall numbers and
junior numbers and early season results putting all women’s teams in contention for finals.
Our men’s teams are a little light on overall numbers and junior numbers this season and are
having mixed early season results, but thankfully everyone seems to be managing these
challenges with good will and kindness.

2024 Coaches
Many thanks to all those who have volunteered to coach this year:

Women's Men's

CL1 — Andrew Berwick & Jamie Reppion-Smith |CL2 — Jess Bingley and Reita Holmes

CL2 — Jackson Leckie SL1 - Nathan & Jo-Ann Cornish

SL1 — Ryan Dix SL2 — Sheridan Hall and Jo-Ann Cornish

SL2 — Taylor McNiven & Daryl Judd SL3 — Brianna O'Keeffe and Chantelle Blackwell
SL3 — Will Rose & Josh Creech SL4 — Bob Coughlan

SL4 — Zavier Smith & Jarrod Brooks SL5 — Lincoln Green

SL5 — Kenny Duren

Looking ahead to the 2025 season

Women

I won'’t be returning as Teams and Coaches Director for the next season. The club has a
number of people with a wealth of coaching experience and expertise. It will be important to
continue to provide both coaches and players with exciting new development opportunities
next season.

My preference would be to return all the club’s training sessions to a single night next
season to allow coaches to coach and train on the same night.
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As always, the club needs to focus on recruiting a few extra players, particularly on the
men’s side of the club next year would be ideal.

Andy Martin

Teams and Coaching Director
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REPRESENTATIVE ACHIEVEMENTS

The following individuals are recognised for the achievements at representative level both at
National Level competition and International Level competition. These individuals were
current UCHC members at the time of their achievements.

Name Achievement Date
Jessica , . . .
Bingley ACT Head Coach, 2024 U18 Men’s National Indoor Championships Jan 2024

Meredith Bone

ACT Team Member, 2023 O34 Women’s National Master Outdoor
Championships
Canberra Chill Assistant Coach, 2023 Women’s Hockey One League

Sept-Oct 2023

Sep-Nov 2023

Edwina Bone

ACT Team Member, 2023 034 Women’s National Master Outdoor
Championships
Canberra Chill Team Member, 2023 Women’s Hockey One League

Sept-Oct 2023

Sep-Nov 2023

Addison ACT Shadow Team Member, 2024 U21 Women’s National Outdoor
. : March 2024
Chapman Championships
Matt Cook Canberra Chill Head Coach, 2023 Women’s Hockey One League Sep-Nov 2023
ACT Head Coach, 2024 U21 Men’s National Outdoor Championships March 2024
Renee Cooper ACT Umpire, 2024 U16 Girls National Outdoor Championships April 2024
Suzi Fole ACT Team Manager, 2024 U21 Women'’s National Indoor Championships Jan 2024
y ACT Team Manager, 2024 U21 Women’s National Outdoor Championships March 2024
Thekla ACT Team Member, 2023 O34 Women’s National Master Outdoor
e . . Sept-Oct 2023
Ganiaris Championships

Sarah Haines

Canberra Chill Training Squad Member, 2023 Women’s Hockey One League

Sep-Nov 2023

Alyssa ACT Shadow Team Member, 2024 U21’'s Women’s National Indoor
. . Jan 2024
Hancock Championships
Toni Hennessy ACT Team Manager, 2023 U16 Girls School Sport Championships August 2023

Reita Holmes

ACT Team Member, 2023 045 Women’s National Masters Outdoor

Sept-Oct 2023

Championships
Declan Holt ACT Team Member, 2023 U16 Boys School Sport Championships August 2023
Kristen Janse = ACT Shadow Team Member, 2024 U15 Girls National Indoor Championships Jan 2024
van Rensburg ACT Team Member, 2024 U16 Girls National Outdoor Championships April 2024

Joseph ACT Team Member, Captain, 2023 QSO Men’s National Masters Outdoor Sept-Oct 2023
Kempton Championships

Tracey Kocmar ACT Team Member, 2023 034 Women’s National Master Outdoor Sept-Oct 2023
Championships

Fl:/lhz;lrlmpr)]?xa Canberra Chill Training Squad Member, 2022 Women’s Hockey One League = Sep-Nov 2023
ACTAS Hockey High Performance Squad Member 2023 & 2024
Olivia Martin Canberra Chill Team Member, 2023 Women’s Hockey One League Sep-Nov 2023
ACT Assistant Coach, U16 Girls National Outdoor Championships April 2024
Taylor McNiven ACT Assistant Coach, 2024 U15 Girls National Indoor Championships Jan 2024

Cameron ACT Team Member, 2023 O34 Men’s National Masters Outdoor
. . X Sept-Oct 2023
Mortimer Championships
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Elizabeth ACT Team Member, 2023 034 Women'’s National Master Outdoor
. ; Sept-Oct 2023
Mutton Championships
Elizabeth ACT Team Member, U18 Women’s National Indoor Championships Jan 2024
Salter ACT Team Member, U21 Women’s National Outdoor Championships March 2024
Andrew Sutton ACT Head Coach, 2024 U18 Women'’s National Indoor Championships Jan 2024
Melanie Titley =~ ACT Assistant Coach, 2023 U18 Women’s National Outdoor Championships July 2023
Lauren Yee Canberra Chill Team Member, 2023 Women’s Hockey One League Sep-Nov 2023
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